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WARS   AND    MEDICINE

Paracelsus

This was Paracelsus' last attempt at university study. In Eng-
land, he ignored Oxford and Cambridge. Some say that he
worked in a Cornwall mine. His knowledge of metallurgy won
him influential patrons, and for some time we find him in the
company of German and Flemish merchants who enjoyed, in
London harbor, extra-territorial privileges for their wool, grain,
and metal trade. A mission in their behalf sent him back to the
Continent,6 and while crossing the Channel, he wrote a pre-
scription against seasickness which has been preserved.
In Flanders, again, Paracelsus maintained close contact with
the burghers of the great trading centers.0 When two Dutch
provinces arose against their foreign sovereign (King Charles I
of Spain, the future Emperor "on whose realm the sun never
set"), Paracelsus accompanied the insurgent army as a surgeon.
But the rebels were beaten, and Paracelsus traveled on, from
Hansa town to Hansa town,6 until he arrived in Copenhagen.
Here fortune served him when King Christian's mother op-
portunely fell ill, apparently of melancholia. Paracelsus cured
her and legend reports that the grateful old Queen secured him
an important position at the Court. At the King's request he
reorganized the pharmacies of the kingdom.
In 1520, when the Danes invaded Sweden, Paracelsus was
appointed master surgeon in the King's army. Christian con-
quered all Scandinavia, and Paracelsus took his part of the
spoils. A painting by Scorel, now in the Louvre, shows him in
nobleman's attire wearing the doctor's miniver hat. He used his
official position to inspect the copper mines in northern Sweden.
Soon, however, the Swedes shook off the Danish yoke. In the
fall of 1520, Paracelsus was forced to flee across the Baltic Sea,
to lands then dominated by the Teutonic Knights. (His grand-